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•Mankind destroyed  many habitats and caused 
the extinction of  at least 83 mammals  and 113 
bird species since AD 1600 (and more 
unrecorded species...).
•Biodiversity loss is  continuing despite  several 
attempts  by  governments to address this ? 
GBO3.
•GAP between rich-poor increased by 27% 
compared 20 years ago? (wbio factsheet) Why?
•Can Indigenous  and local communities offer 
alternative strategies for doing things better to 
reduce poverty and promote conservation 
biodiversity?

Key issues



Most indigenous and local communities are situated 

in areas where the vast majority of the world's 

biodiversity is found. Many of them have cultivated 

and used biological diversity in a sustainable way 

for thousands of years.



Global policy supporting ILCs 

participation

• Rio declaration Article 22; 

• Convention on Biodiversity (CBD);

• Nagoya ABS Protocol 2010;

• Agenda 21- LA 21; 

• WSSD implementation plan;

• Un declaration  on the right of indigenous peoples;

• The IUCN-World Conservation Union- Recommendations , 
resolutions, declarations;

• Its Right- UN Declaration on the right to development 1996-
Article 11 - provides that „ … the people should be at the centre 
of the development process..‟



COP 10 DECISIONS



Decision X/2- Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-

2020

Strategic goal E. Enhance implementation through 
participatory planning, knowledge management and 
capacity building 

Target 18: By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations 
and practices of indigenous and local communities 
relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity, and their customary use of biological 
resources, are respected, subject to national legislation 
and relevant international obligations, and fully integrated 
and reflected in the implementation of the Convention 
with the full and effective participation of indigenous and 
local communities, at all relevant levels



Decision X/10. National reporting: review of 

experience and proposals for the fifth national 

report

11. Encourages Parties to continue to involve all 

relevant stakeholders, including indigenous and local 

communities, in the process of national reporting, and 

to use the report as a tool for further planning and 

communication to the public to mobilize additional 

support for and participation in activities related to 

implementation of the Convention;



Decision X/43.Multi-year programme of work on 

the implementation of Article 8(j)

3. Urges Parties, that have not yet submitted information 

regarding the implementation of the programme of 

work for Article 8(j) and related provisions, including 

on national participation of indigenous and local 

communities, to do so in consultation with 

indigenous and local communities, through the fourth 

national reports where possible, 



Decision X/40.Mechanisms to promote the 

effective participation of indigenous and local 

communities

7. Invites Parties to consider designating national focal 

points for Article 8(j) and related provisions in 

support of national focal points, to facilitate 

communications with indigenous and local 

community organizations and to promote the effective 

development and implementation of the programme 

of work on Article 8(j) and related provisions.



Background 



In Article 8, paragraph (j), Parties have undertaken to:

- respect, preserve and maintain traditional knowledge 

of indigenous and local communities relevant to the 

conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity 

- promote its wider application with the approval and 

involvement of the holders of such knowledge and 

- encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits

The Convention on Biological Diversity and 

Traditional knowledge



The Convention on Biological Diversity and 

Traditional knowledge

Other relevant provisions:

- Article 10 (c): Protect and encourage customary use 
of biological resources in accordance with 

traditional cultural practices;

- Article 18 (4): develop methods of cooperation for the 
development and use of technologies, including 

indigenous and traditional knowledge.



GBO3-Status of agreed subsidiary targets to 2010 

biodiversity target



Participation of Indigenous and 

Local Communities

http://www.iisd.ca/biodiv/cop9/pix/1iifb_4996.jpg
http://www.iisd.ca/biodiv/abs6/images/22jan/ENB_0019.jpg


Voluntary Fund

-Decision VII/16 G, paragraph 10/Decision VIII/5 D Annex

 Facilitate the participation of indigenous and local 

communities in meetings under the Convention, including 

meetings of the indigenous and local community liaison 

group and relevant meetings of ad hoc technical expert 

groups.

Application forms are available in 

https://www.cbd.int/traditional/fund.shtml



Web Page Article 8(j): Traditional Knowledge, 

Innovations and Practices

https://www.cbd.int/traditional/



ILCs’ Participation at  regional level (Africa & SADC

1. African Model Legislation for the Protection of the Rights of Local 

Communities, Farmers‟ and Breeder‟s Rights, in the Regulation of Access to 

Biological Resources- part IV, paragraphs 16, 17, 18 and 23.

• States  recognises the rights of local and indigenous communities over ..

• -their biological resources, innovations, practices .....;

• -The right to collectively benefit  from the use of their biodiversity resources;

2.  ARIPO protocol on the protection of traditional knowledge and expression of 

folklore – Part 2, Section 4 and  6.

Section 6 , states that ; “... owners of the rights shall be the holders of 

traditional knowledge, namely the local and traditional communities...”  .

3. Treaty on the establishment of the Great Limpopo Transfronteir Park.

Article 4 (b). “... Promote alliances in the management of 

biodiversity.....partnerships ... Including ... Local communities‟.





ZIMBABWE HAS 12.3 MILLION PEOPLE (CSO, 1997). 

69% OF THIS  LIVE IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES IN RURAL AREAS AND 

ARE DEPENDENT UPON THE LAND FOR THEIR LIVELIHOODS. 

-LOCAL COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION ENSHRINED:

1.   NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND STRATEGIES2009

2. THE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT (EMA)

3. STATUTORY INSTRUMENT  61 OF 2009 (ACCESS TO INDIGENOUS 

GENETIC RESOURCES AND  GENETIC RESOURCE-BASED 

KNOWLEDGE) REGULATIONS, 2009.

4. TRADITIONAL  LEADERS ACT, 

Local community participation in Zimbabwe



NEP  & Strategies



Statutory Instrument  61 of 2009 ABS



Information sharing & policy advocacy



Communities lobbying for benefits in 

Protected Areas



Constitutional reform process and 

community rights in Zimbabwe



Local community statement to the 

constitutional reform committee



COMMUNITIES TK, Environment & PPLE 
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Benefits of engaging ILCs in CBD policy 

development and implementation processes

1. Its cost effective as local capacity, skills, 
knowledge will be utilised and hence 
reducing costs.

2. Builds on local institutions
3. It is consistent with international obligations- CBD, 

Rio declaration Principle 22, declaration on the 
rights to development.

4. LCs have a right to participate in processes that 
affect their lives and livelihoods;

5. Its  morally, socially  or ethically up right 
(social responsibility)



TALKING IS GOOD 

ACTION IS BETTER!!

I Thank you ;

Obrigado; 

Kealeboga;

Mazvita;

Siyabonga;

Asanti sana;

Merci Bok;


